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School Tardy policy cracks 
down on students’ habits

     A new school year always comes with new changes. 
This year, the high school has become more strict regard-
ing tardies.      
     Students now get three warnings when coming in 
late to school. On the fourth tardy, students are given a 
detention. 
     This new tardy policy is a good idea because it will 
get students to school on time, considering most students 
do not want to be given a detention.
     “Students who are tardy miss the 
beginning of their morning 
classes, and they also cause 
a distraction when they 
arrive late to class,” 
according to “Impact 
of tardiness on School 
Success.”
     Arriving late to 
school can cause stu-
dents to miss their first 
class or part of the morn-
ing. Students could miss 
notes that were taken during 
class or even miss the homework. 
     With this new tardy policy, students will not be 
tempted to arrive to school late because they know they 
will be given a detention.   
      “Students who are frequently tardy have lower GPAs, 
lower scores on standardized assessments, and lower 
graduation rates. Chronic tardiness in elementary and 
middle school is also linked to failure in high school,” 
author Stacey Zeiger said.
    Frequent tardiness can cause students to feel dis-
connected from school, which can cause them to miss 

homework and eventually fall behind in school.
     In the National Center for Education Statistics Indi-
cators of School Crime and Safety, teacher surveys re-
ported that students who are frequently tardy have higher 
rates of suspension and other disciplinary measures. 
Tardiness leads to behavioral problems and dropouts. 
     Students who are frequently tardy to school are also 
more likely to be fired from jobs for showing up late. 
     When students are tardy, they negatively impact 
teachers and other students. Teachers are often required 

to allow tardy students to make up work, which often 
requires them to restructure their lessons or re-

teach missed material. Tardiness also takes 
other students’ attention away from a 

teacher’s lesson, leading to more behav-
ior problems and missed instruction.
     This new policy will prevent stu-
dents from walking in late to class and 
disrupting the lesson. This policy also 
benefits the students because it will 

keep them from getting in trouble and it 
can help them develop a habit of coming 

to school on time and not wake up late.
     When students come to class late, it can dis-

rupt the flow of a discussion, distract other students 
and much more. With 
the help of the tardy/
detention policy, this 
will be less likely to 
happen. 
     There are many 
ways to make sure 
that students are not 
tardy to school. For 
example, students can 

go to bed earlier so they will wake up earlier. 
     This new tardy/detention policy can help students 
develop good habits regarding punctuality. 
     As well as good habits, this new policy will keep stu-
dents out of trouble and up-to-date on their classwork. 

Have Something to Say? 
As an open forum for students, letters to the editors are wel-
comed by the staff. All letters must be signed by the writer. 
The Stohion Staff reserves the right to edit letters without 

changing the intended meaning. Letters may be dropped off to 
room 110 or emailed to thestohion@gmail.com.
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The recently implemented tardy policies at the high school have many 
students upset. Some feel as though tardies are punished more than 
some other more serious offenses.
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As students at the high school enter the month of De-
cember, they tend to become more anxious for the upcom-
ing exams before break, especially with a new schedule in 
place.
     Some students may be excited about the new exam 
schedule; however, many students do not like the new 
schedule and for valid reasons. Students, including myself, 
do not like that there are more tests fit into less days. 
     Last year, students enjoyed the structure of the exam 
schedule. They thought it was easier to prepare themselves 
for the fewer tests spread through more days, and it was not 
as stressful. 
     Now, students will have a shorter period of time to take 
tests. Teachers may have to shorten the tests.
     Sophomore Mariah Propst is worried she will be more 
stressed around the time of exams because she will have to 
take more tests in one day.
     “I feel as though it will be more stressful because I think 
I will mix up more information having to take more tests 
on one day,” Propst said.
     Sophomore Rachel Audet also does not think she will 
like the new time slots the exams. She appreciated the extra 
time for the tests last year.
     “I will probably not like the new schedule because I like 
to look over my test, and I am worried I will not have much 
time after I am done to be able to do that,” Audet said.
     Some students want to prepare for their tests in advance 
and would enjoy more time to be able to review for their 
exams.
     “I think teachers should give out reviews earlier because 
there are more tests in one day. Also because some 
students are involved in activities to prepare themselves 
since it is not as spread out like last year’s exams were,” 

Propst said.
     Students appreciated the old schedule 
because there were not as many exams 
each day. Now, there are now more in one 
day.
     “I would rather have one or two per 
day because I could really focus on the 
subjects, so no more than three on the 

exams days was a really good way of doing 
it,” Audet said.
     Other students support this change becuase it allows 
students to get their testing over with in a shorter period of 
time. 
     Junior Brooke Korsgaard is one of the supporters be-
cause there are less days students have to come in and take 
their exams.
     “I like the schedule for this year better becuase there 
are less days we have to take exams, and the exam time 
is shorter which is good becuase last year we had a lot of 
extra time after exams,” Korsgaard said. 
     Although this schedule adjustment calls for less days of 
testing, it creates a problem because some students have 
made study habits for the old schedule of exams. 
     Now, students have to adjust to the way of doing things 
this way. This may result in cram studying and can cause 
students to be overwhelmed because some will have to take 
four tests in one day. 
     Another problem resulting from this change is that 
students will not be able to study for tests over the span of 
three days, and will have to quickly finish study guides. 
     However, some students are not worried about being 
underprepared for this year’s mid terms, and they think 
they will have enough time to study.
     “I feel I will not be under prepared because I will just 
have to study earlier this year for my tests. I should still be 
prepared,” Propst said.
     Students seem to be more stressed for these tests and 
do not think they are going to be successful with the new 
schedule. 
     Changing back to the previous midterm schedule will 
reduce students’ stress and possibly result in better midterm 
scores.

New exam 
schedule creates 
midterm madness
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There have been many changes made to the mid term schedule, 
from the number of days to the scheduled periods. Many stu-
dents feel they may struggle with the recent adjustment.
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“With 
this new tar-

dy policy, students 
will not be tempted to 

arrive to school late be-
cause they know they will 

be given a detention,” 
Cirwinski 

said.
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