
Technology has come a long way 
and is advancing in the classroom. 
Teachers are constantly revamping 
their lesson plans and incorporating 
the way students can interact with the 
material.
     As technology advances, so does 
the need to connect and attract the 
current generation. 
     As a generation that has been raised 
on technological advancements such 
as iPhones and tablets, technology in 

the classroom may be the only chance to truly get students involved in 
learning.
     New programs allow teachers to send out links for their presenta-
tions and messages about upcoming tests. Students may need to contact 
their teacher quickly out of school hours and apps like “Remind” allow 
them to do so, and teachers mostly respond promptly.
     Teachers can now have assignments online where students attach 
their completed work. Math teacher Jim Scelza believes it helps him 
reach students and is a positive thing for this generation.  
     “It’s very good when students take advantage of researching things 
on their own,” Scelza said.
     Smart boards have made teaching and showing presentations easier. 
Every teacher is provided with a computer which they use to create 
their lesson plans.
     Technology for this generation has helped both the teachers and the 
students. Senior Erica Morrow believes the technology she has access 
to helps further her education.
     “I am able to look up videos on how to do certain things like solve a 
specific equation or learning how to heart works. If I do not understand 
something fully, usually the internet can explain it in detail so I can 

have a better understanding,” Morrow said.
    Although the technology available to this generation does have its 
perks, there are cons that come with having access to different types of 
technology in the classroom.
     Many of the chrome books at the high school work poorly and run 
slowly, which makes it hard for students to do online classwork during 
class time, and students become less productive.
     In addition, the WiFi often times does not work as well as it should, 
or it does not work at all. When the WiFi does not work, both teachers 
and students cannot work efficiently, and sometimes, lessons cannot be 
taught and class time is wasted.
     Technology makes things very convenient for the classroom, but it is 
often taken advantage of. When it does not work teachers and students 
realize how important it is to this generation. 
     “It’s always great when it works, but when it goes down it is a night-
mare, and it makes you appreciate how good it is,” Scelza said. 
     Many students are grateful to have technology. Senior Curtis Brit-
ton Jr. would not want to live without technology because it does make 
things much easier.
     “It would be way harder to communicate with my friends and family, 
and having access to technology makes it easier plus it helps with stuff 
at school too,” Britton said. 
     There are many reasons to love technology, and Morrow is thankful 
to have the ability to stay in touch with family and friends; however, she 
wishes some people were not so dependent on technology.
     “I wish people were not so glued to their phones and obsessed with 
social media, but there is no avoiding that at this point. I am glad we 
have technology, but it can be annoying at the same time,” Morrow said.
     Technology has shaped this generation, and it has brought many good 
things to both teachers and students. This generation should continue to 
be more appreciative of the technology to which they have access. 

Adjusting to change can be 
an essential part of high school. 
Whether it is changes in sched-
ules, learning style or technology, 
students and teachers are con-
stantly altering how they learn 
or teach. The biggest factor that 
contributes to these adjustments 
are changes in school curriculum. 
     Throughout their educa-
tion experience, Generation Z 
students have faced consistent 
adjustments in curriculum. 
Although the curriculum and 
state standards are very similar to 
common core, Ohio does not use 
common core. 
     According to Core-
Standards.org, “The 
Common Core 
State Stan-
dards are a 
clear set 
of shared 
goals and 
expecta-
tions for 
the knowl-
edge and skills 
students need in 
English language arts 
and mathematics at each grade 
level so they can be prepared to 
succeed in college, career and 
life.”
     These changes were imple-
mented into the state of Ohio in 
2010 but have become loosely 
enforced and changed throughout 
the years.
     Many changes in curriculum 
have occurred in the past decade 
and impacted Generation Z. 
Continuous changes in the way 
students are taught can certainty 
have an impact on the structure 
of a teacher’s class and a stu-
dent’s education.
     High school Geometry teach-
er, Nicole Marcum, has been 
affected by the changes in state 
standards.   

     “Sometimes it is hard to 
adjust. If multiple standards are 
changed, it requires multiple 
lessons that need to be revised 
and revamped which proves to be 
a lot of work,” Marcum said. 
     State standards currently in 
place are beneficial for students-- 
especially in subjects such as 
geometry and algebra.
     “Students seem to be better 
off. The current standards require 
students to learn multiple ways of 
doing. Whether a student solves 
a problem through graphing or 
using an algorithm, the standards 
are written so that every stu-
dent can be met at their level,” 
Marcum said. “If a student sees 

something a different way 
than the person next to 

them, both students 
are fully capable of 
getting the right 
answer.”   
     Sophomore Ca-
sey Johnson-Bow-
ers has also noticed 

changes in the cur-
riculum. She has been 

affected by these changes, 
and she has had to adjust. She 
has noticed a negative change in 
the way that the school has shift-
ed to rely more on technology. 
     “Before technology, every kid 
knew how to do basic tasks like 
write in cursive or study from a 
book. Now, kids can’t even write 
in cursive, let alone read it,” 
Johnson-Bowers said. 
     Johnson-Bowers wishes 
school systems would have more 
consistency in the way the curric-
ulum is taught. 
     “I do think that teachers rely 
too much on technology to do 
the work for them. I personally 
would prefer consistency because 
instead of my teachers writing 
out assignments or notes, they 
just look them up or use apps 
to do it for them. This makes it 

harder for me to learn,” John-
son-Bowers said. 
     Also, standardized testing 
has been changed and affected 
Generation Z. Instead of taking 
tests on paper and splitting it up 
throughout the week, students 
now take standardized testing on 
computers, most of the time all in 
one day. 
     Most Generation Z students 
prefer the “old-fashion” way over 
AIR tests on computers.
     “I think that taking tests on 
paper is better. It is easier to 
maneuver and less likely that you 
could put in the wrong answer,” 
Johnson-Bowers said. 
     Generation Z has also faced 
constant changes in the stan-
dardized tests they have been 
required to take. From OAA’s, 
PARCC and now AIR tests, 
current students do not know 
what to expect when it comes to 
required testing.
     Although the changes in 
curriculum and state testing may 
not prove the best for everyone, 
there are also positives to these 
changes. 
     “I think the online resources 
we have now can be very helpful 
in school compared to younger 
generations when they were in 
high school,” senior Julia Csern-
yik said.
     State standards also have 
some positives and help to pro-
vide consistency. 
     “State Standards help stu-
dents, especially in the event 
where a student has to move 
school districts, they are still 
learning the same thing between 
both school districts,” Marcum 
said. 
     Despite changing curriculum 
inconveniencing teachers and 
students, students today are able 
to adapt to new styles of educa-
tion more effectively, possibly 
helping them in the future. 
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2010: The first iPad 
comes out

Apple releases the first gen-
eration of the iconic iPad. 

Contributing to a generation 
raised on technology.

2011: Adele 
releases ‘21’

British artist Adele releases 
her second album ‘21.’ This 
album went on to become 

one of the highest sold 
albums of the decade. 

2012: Barrack 
Obama is re-elected 

president
Obama remains president 

through a new decade, 
influencing a young 

generation.

2013: Vine is created
The viral video app be-
came very popular with 

generation Z. Many 
references still live on 

today.

2014: ALS Ice 
Bucket challenge
People take to social 

media to raise awareness 
for ALS, giving all 

generations the ability to 
participate.

2015: Same-sex 
marraige leagalized
Generation Z lives history 

as gay marraige is 
leagalized in the United 

States.

2016: Clowns
scare America
People dressed liked 
clowns terrorize oth-
ers, a bizzare image 
associated with the 

year.

2017: ‘Me Too’ 
movement 

Thousands speak out 
about sexual harrassment, 

encouraging younger 
generations to not stay 

silent.

2018: Student 
Walkout

Thousands of generation 
Z students walkout in 

protest of gun violence in 
schools.

2019: Greta 
Thunberg inspires

Generation Z activist 
brings attention to cli-
mate change, hoping to 

save the earth for 
decades to come.Source: Time

What do you 
think the worst 

trend of the 
decade WAS?

“Some-
times it is 

hard to adjust. If 
multiple standards are 

changed, it requires mul-
tiple lessons that need to 
be revised and revamped 

which proves to be a 
lot of work,” Mar-

cum said. 

Changing in curriculum 
impacts each generation

“VSCO Girls”
-Bria Hunter 

9
“Lyric 
prank
-Khylige 
Roberson 
10
“Mom 
Jeans”

-Emily 
Kuntz 12

“Uggs,”
-Lexi Dever 10

“Kylie Jenner lip 
challenge”
-Jessica 

Lawrence 11

VSCO Girls 
-Delaney King 9

“Mustache Everything 
Trend” -Ryleigh Schelien 12

“Stay fierce 
hand trend” 
-Aubree Mac-

Adam 11

“The joke around eating Tide pods” 
-Caden Hayward 12
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Technology
changing The way we learn
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These days, students have a great amount of options to take notes, do homework and look and research information. The techno-
logical advancements made over the decade have caused a shift in the way students learn in the classroom.
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